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Acceleration is a method for meeting identified students' needs through an educa​tion program at rates faster or ages younger than conven​tional.


Acceleration is an option to be considered for two groups of students: 


1) 
Students identified as gifted, and; 


2) 
Students who have demonstrated excep​tional apti​tude appropriate to the 
specific subject being considered for acceler​ation.


Acceleration is NOT recommended for all students in gifted education.  Acceleration should not be considered an option for gifted students simply on the basis of gifted place​ment.  The student must also demonstrate exceptional aptitude for the specific accelerated placement being considered and demon​strate mastery performance in prior or prerequisite courses of study.   


Each student considered for acceleration will be handled individually.


Acceleration is only one phase of the gifted facilitator's job description and is only ONE OPTION available to gifted students.
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Criteria for Acceleration


The following standards shall apply to any student in grade eight or be​low:

A.  Students Not Identified as Gifted
1)
Students will have demonstrated superior performance in the class being consid​ered for accelerated placement.  Superior performance is defined as having achieved an A grade performance average in re​lated classes (math, science, etc.) during the academic year prior to accelera​tion.  Such evidence of mastery, plus convincing evidence that acceleration is necessary, must be documented by the previous teacher;
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2)
Students will have performed at the 93rd percentile on the district administered standardized achievement test or equivalent in the subject be​ing considered for placement.

3)
Students will perform at the 93rd percentile on one or more standardized placement test(s) designed to predict the probability of success in the class in which the student will be placed as a result of acceleration.

4) 
Student must indicate that that they wish to learn at an accelerated rate;

5)
Parents must agree that they want the student to be accelerated.

In addition, acceleration will be considered only if:

6) 
There is in existence or will be established within the class structure of the building of the student's regular attendance an academic offering ap​propriate for accelerated placement.  If this option is implemented, it shall be the responsibility of the teacher who normally teaches the class to establish and monitor the curriculum in accordance with a plan established by the building principal, or;

7) 
Students can be placed in an appropriate academic class at the high school and such placement does not disrupt class scheduling in other subjects in which the student would be required to participate. 

8) 
All evidence and documentation must be presented to a screening committee to be selected by the building principal so that the team becomes responsible for any action.


B.  Students Identified as Gifted
1)
Identified gifted student's achievement scores in areas of acceleration are at least two grade levels above present grade placement as indicated by Competency Based Education Testing (Minimum Competency Assessment) and/or Science Research Associates (SRA) Achievement Testing;

2)
Student has indicated that he wants to learn at an accelerated rate;
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3)
Parents agree and are wanting the learner to be accelerated;

4)
Student possesses the following characteristics;


a)
An independent worker;


b)
Can cope with social and emotional aspects of the age differences with 
others in class with minimal difficulty;

5)
Documentation of various prerequisite skills to verify that the student has mastered essential concepts to at least a 85% level of proficiency;

6)
The student's previous teacher(s) shows documented evidence that the student has already mastered the skills at the student's present grade level.  The previous teacher indicated that continued acceleration is necessary;

7)
When available, the potentially accelerated student will be given appropriate criterion based tests to determine mastery of specific skills.  Students shall perform at least at the 85th percent level of accuracy before any part of the curriculum is waived;

8)
All evidence and documentation must be presented at a placement staffing so that the team becomes responsible for any action.

NOTE:  The Acceleration Policy will only effect two or possibly three students per year.

Placement Committee Team Members
The process for implementing any portion of the Acceleration Policy will require that the Special Services PLACEMENT Team be held responsible for the ACTION of an accelerated student.  All major decisions must be a result of the placement committee team members.
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The Special Services Placement Committee Team members include the following:

Gifted Facilitator

Director of Special Services

Building Administrator

School Psychologist

Regular Classroom Teacher and/or Homeroom Teacher

Acceleration Teacher--Subject Area Specialist

Appropriate Previous Teacher

Parents

Student

Any other support staff as deemed necessary


Options for Acceleration
Option 1:
If acceleration can be accomplished in the regular grade placement with individualized lessons by the classroom teacher, this method of acceleration will be considered first.

Option 2:
If Option 1 cannot meet the learner's needs, Option 2 will be considered for implementation.  Option 2 is outlined below:

A.
The classroom teacher will receive support from the gifted facilitator for materials, methods and testing;

B.
The student's previous teachers shall be a vital component of the team for documenting ability to perform tasks at an accelerated rate;

C.
If deemed appropriate, outside resources will be utilized.

Option 3:
(Elementary Students Only)    If Option 2 cannot meet the learner's needs, Option 3 will be considered for implementation.  However, Option 3 will only be considered when all other options have been considered and rejected by the placement team.  Option 3 guidelines are listed below:

A.
The student will be assigned to the regular classroom

B.
The student will be "pulled out" for instruction with the gifted facilitator.
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C.
The accelerated instruction in a specific subject area will be provided with appropriate support from other certified teachers.

D.
The student will receive accelerated course of study on a regular basis in the gifted resource room under the direction of the gifted facilitator.

E.
Assignments, activities and grades may be the responsibility of the gifted facilitator or assigned in conjunction with the homeroom teacher.  The grading of the student will be determined at the placement staffing.

F.
Student progress will be monitored at least once every three weeks with the homeroom teacher.

G.
The student will NOT be responsible for work completed in the regular classroom while he is receiving accelerated instruction.

Option 4:
If Option 3 cannot meet the learner's needs, Option 4 will be considered for implementation.  Characteristics of Option 4 are:

A.
The student will be moved to another classroom within the same building for that identified subject area to be accelerated.

B.
Removal from the regular classroom will be limited to one period of instruction per day in the accelerated subject area.

C.
Student grades will be determined by the individual who is most responsible for the student's instruction.  For example, a sixth grade student in a seventh grade math program will be graded by the seventh grade math teacher.

D.
While being accelerated in a particular subject area, the student will not be responsible for that subject area work given in his regular class.  The accelerated work will be "instead of" and NOT "in addition to" the regular class work.

E.
If a problem arises, the placement team shall meet as soon as possible.
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F.
Student progress will be monitored at least every 12 weeks with input from the following:  student, regular classroom teacher, acceleration teacher, parents, gifted facilitator or consultant, and the building administrator.

G.
Students in the acceleration class will be expected to perform and be evaluated on the same criteria and/or standards as the rest of the class members where he has been assigned.

H.
If student progress/performance indicates difficulty with this option, one of the following shall be considered:

a)
Student will follow Option 2 of acceleration plan;

b)
Receive regular classroom instruction in the subject area;

c)
Consider another option of the acceleration policy.

Option 5:
If Option 4 cannot meet the learner's needs, Option 5 of the acceleration policy will be considered for implementation.  Option 5 is:

A.
Student  remains in his regular grade placement.

B.
Subject area specialist (accelerated teacher) provides guidelines/syllabus for course completion.

C.
Course of study is directed and implemented by the student's homeroom teacher on a daily basis.

D.
The accelerated teacher will monitor student progress, make recommendations, and consult with the regular classroom teacher on student activity and grade.

E.
The student's grade will be determined jointly by the regular classroom teacher and by the subject area specialist (accelerated teacher).
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Option 6:
If Option 5 cannot meet the learner's needs, Option 6 of the acceleration policy will be considered for implementation.  The steps for following Option 6 are listed below:

A.
Accelerated students will receive instruction in his assigned building directly from a subject area specialist (accelerated teacher).

B.
All assignments, activities, and grading are the responsibility of this specialist.

C.
Adequate space and time for instruction must be a decision of the Special Services Placement Team.

D.
The teacher for the accelerated subject comes to the student's assigned building on a regular basis and schedule.

E.
The student enrolls for appropriate credit (high school/college) which is applicable toward graduation.

F.
Regular standards for credit shall be enforced.

G.
The accelerated student may enroll for no credit.  However, the same course requirements and standards would be applicable.

H.
Prior to graduation, the students who have completed all high school course offerings in a designated subject area may elect to enroll in courses through a college.

I.
If the student elects to complete course work at the college level he may earn junior college credit or university credit under guidelines and regulations set forth by the facility.  Some individuals may elect to enroll in correspondence courses.

J.
Independent study courses are also available for high school credit.  This option may be selected by student's wishing high school credit in a subject area not offered by Atwood High School.
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Option 7:
If Option 6 cannot meet the learner's needs, Option 7 of the acceleration policy will be considered for implementation.  Option 7 is outlined below:

A.
Accelerated student enrolls in an independent study.

B.
Periodic instruction is provided on a regular basis.  For example, twice a week, once every two weeks, etc., as determined by the placement team.

C.
Appropriate transportation will be provided by the gifted facilitator.

D.
The accelerated student does not enroll in a regularly scheduled class.

E.
Instruction is provided directly by the subject area specialist, but follow-up is monitored by the gifted facilitator.

Option 8:
If Option 7 cannot meet the learner's needs, Option 8 will be considered for implementation.  Option 8 guidelines are listed below:

A.
Accelerated student enrolls in a course of the appropriate subject.

B.
The accelerated student attends scheduled classes for instruction at the appropriate facility.

C.
The gifted facilitator is responsible for arranging for transportation.

D.
The accelerated student may receive dual credit for the complete course work.  For example, both high school and college credit for one or the same course.

E.
If applicable, tuition, and supplies will be the responsibility of the student.

F.
Grades and evaluations will be determined by the individual providing the accelerated instruction based on course standards.

G.
The type of credit to be received will be determined by the student's needs at the placement staffing.

H.
In the event that class time is lost due to travel, the accelerated student will implement a predetermined plan of action to account for any missed work.  The student will not be responsible in the subject area where he is being accelerated.
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Policy areas NOT included in this Acceleration Policy include:

Early Graduation - JFCA

A procedure for Quizzing Out of Course

Students who are Accelerated must maintain the status of a full-time day student.
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