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IDCE

Students must meet all prerequisite criteria for the Advanced Placement and Dual-Credit Courses.


Students may not take correspondence course/s under this provision.


Students will not be excused during the school day to take college credit courses.


Grades will not be “weighted” for Advanced Placement or Dual-Credit Classes.

Advanced Placement


The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is a cooperative educational endeavor based on the fact that young people can complete college-level studies in secondary school.  Administered since 1955 by the College Board, it is a national program with its operational services provided by the Educational Testing Service.  Upon completion of an Advanced Placement Course, students may take the nationally administered exam on the date designated by the College Board.  According to their performance on the examination, they may receive college credit hours as determined by the receiving post-secondary school.  The underlying premise of the Advanced Placement Program is that college level courses can be successfully taught to high school students by high school teachers on high school campuses.

Selection Process for Advanced Placement Courses


Students will apply prior to May 1st of their junior year for acceptance into the 
Advanced Placement Program.  Courses will be taken during their senior year.    The
application process will include a recommendation from the AP teacher and the school 
counselor after an interview.  Students and parents will be required to sign a statement of 
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commitment and understanding.  In order not to discriminate against any student, all students meeting the prerequisites will be given an application form.  (See attachment)  If the counselor or AP teacher provide a negative recommendation then a meeting will be held with the student, parents, principal, AP teacher, and counselor.  Concerns will be discussed and parameters of the program will be reviewed including the policy concerning removal from the program.  If the student and parents still request admittance into the program then the student will enter on a probationary period.  

Removal Process for Advanced Placement Courses

 
A student may be removed from the program at the end of any grading period if their performance is negatively impacting the overall progress of the class.  AP curriculum is designed to provide intensive and challenging instruction to prepare the students for the nationally administered exam by a specific date (usually the 1st part of May) determined by the College Board.  If any one student impedes the progress of the group as a whole then the remaining students will not have the opportunity to learn the material they will be tested over.  If it is determined by the AP teacher that a student is falling behind or impeding instructional progress then the student and parent/s will be notified in writing and a hearing will be provided with the student, parent/s, principal, counselor and AP teacher.  A written decision to remove the student will be submitted to the superintendent.  The student or parent/s may appeal the decision to the superintendent in writing within three days.  If a student is removed from the program then they will be required to choose an alternative on-line course to be provided by school.  
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM APPLICATION

Name___________________________________________________  Grade______

Check each course you would like to be considered for:

AP Calculus  _____


AP English Literature & Composition  ______

Please attach a copy of your transcript.

Student Statement of Commitment

These are challenging and demanding courses taught on a college level.  Self discipline and motivation will be required to do well in these courses.  Skills needed to be successful include time management and organization.  Students should be familiar with the properties of functions, the algebra of functions and the graphs of functions.  Students must also understand the language of functions and know the values of the trigonometric functions of certain numbers.

Benefits:  

*Completion of one or more of these courses will provide exposure to the type of skills and motivation it will take to be successful at post secondary level.  

*AP courses look good on your resume and may generate more scholarship money.

*Greater depth of basic knowledge.

*Potential college credit.

Considerations

*AP courses are challenging and may impact cumulative GPA.

*AP courses require a high level of commitment in time and hard work to be successful.

Student Signature________________________________________  Date____________

AP Teacher Recommendation

I have meet with the student and believe that he/she can obtain some level of success in the AP program.  In order to improve their level of success this student will need to:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Teacher signature________________________________________  Date____________
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AP Teacher Recommendation  (obtain only if you are taking both AP courses)

I have meet with the student and believe that he/she can / can not obtain some level of success in the AP program.  In order to improve their level of success this student will need to:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Teacher signature________________________________________  Date____________

Counselor Recommendation 

(bring completed application to meeting with counselor)

I have reviewed the following information with the student:

Post secondary plans    ______

Career options and goals  _____

Commitment to program  _____

Potential positive and negative outcomes  _____

Course requests for senior year  _____

Extracurricular activities  _____

Outside commitments which might impact success  _____

Expectations for senior year  _____

I believe that this student can obtain some level of success in this program.    YES      NO

Reasons for a negative answer:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Counselor signature___________________________________  Date______________
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Parent Statement of Understanding
ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES

1)
Qualifications:


Grade 12 or identified with special abilities or approved as gifted.
2)  
Prerequisite:  


AP Calculus – College Board recommends that before studying calculus, all students should complete four years of secondary mathematics designed for college-bound students.  Course at RCHS which would meet this criteria include Algebra, Geometry, Advanced Algebra and Trigonometry.  Students must be familiar with the properties of functions, the algebra of functions and the graphs of functions.  Students must also understand the language of functions and know the values of the trigonometric functions.


AP English Literature and Composition – English I, II, III and the student must be reading at grade level or above.  This course is time consuming and challenging.  Students must commit to reading and re-reading works from several genres and periods – from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century.  Students must be able to read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work’s complexity, absorb its meaning and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form.  Students will also be writing response and reaction papers, along with annotation, freewriting, and keeping some form of a reading journal.
3)   Application Process:

Students wishing to take an AP course must submit a written application to the school counselor prior to May 1st.  The student must also meet with the AP teacher and school counselor prior to submitting their application.
4)   Curricula Approval:

AP curriculum is developed and approved by College Board.  *See College Board website for further information at www.apcentral.collegeboard.com
5)   Removal from AP Program:

Students who do not demonstrate minimum required ability or effort may be removed from any AP class.  A hearing will be required including school administration, counselor, AP teacher, parents and student.  Removal may take place at the end of any grading period.  Upon removal the student will be required to enroll in an on-line course provided by RCHS.
6)   Students taking one or more AP classes may be eligible for an AP Lab (study hall).
7)   Refer to Board of Education policy IDCE for specific guidelines concerning HONORS and ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAMS.

I understand the parameters and requirements of the AP Program.  I also have read the potential benefits and considerations statements with my student.

Parent signature_______________________________________  Date_______________
