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The use of buses by the district shall conform to state law.  Payment of mileage to parent in lieu of having students riding the bus may be only with board approval.

Severe Weather Procedures
The administration is hereby directed to develop bad weather routes and to inform the public which roads, if passable, in the district will carry buses in case the buses cannot op​erate on the regularly designated routes.  The following options will govern transporta​tion procedures for the district.

1)
All buses shall operate on regularly scheduled routes, if passable;

2)
Buses shall operate on hard surface roads (bad weather roads) only and parents are asked to meet the bus at designated locations.  This option shall be known as "Hard Surface Routes";

3)
Buses shall operate on hard surface roads and certain specified im​proved or gravel routes.  This option shall be known as "Storm Routes";

4) 
School will begin later than the normal time and bus times will be adjusted accordingly;

5)
Buses will not operate but school will be in session.  However, where possible, parents should deliver their children to the appropriate attendance center.  As a general practice, school will not be held if it is unlikely a substantial number of rural parents can deliver their children to school when bused have not run;

6)
No school due to weather conditions.

Upon the decision of the administrator in charge to operate under options 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6, parents shall be notified by means of mass communication media, radio and television.  Under option numbers 2 & 3, the parents of school bus students shall be expected to meet the bus at a pre-designated point to either deliver such students to the bus or pick up students from the bus.
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When Storm or Hard Surface Routes are run, drivers are not expected to leave the specified routes to drive on private roads or private drive ways.

Bad Storm Procedures
On occasion, snow storms or other bad weather develops while school is in session.  In such instances, because of muddy roads, snow packed roads, or poor visibility, it is not practical to plan to run buses at the end of the school day.  If weather conditions are threatening, or if a storm is actually in progress, by the time a decision has to be made regarding afternoon transportation (normally between 1:00 and 2:00 p.m.), the decision will be automatic to send students to storm addresses and not run buses.  If such conditions develop after 2:00 p.m., when it is no longer practical to rely on radio and television communication, the superintendent may elect to cancel evening bus routes and to set up a calling system to inform parents of bus students that students will be sent to storm addresses.  Bus parents are expected to contact their storm address parents to arrange for bus students to be picked up at school.

Storm Addresses
If, in the option of the administrator in charge, severe weather conditions develop and it is judged unsafe to run buses at the close of the school day, the administrator may elect to not run buses and instruct bus students to go to designated storm addresses in Atwood.

General Operation of Bus Routes
As a general rule, only those students officially assigned to a bus route will be permitted to ride the bus.  On occasion, however, conditions exist where other students may be permitted to ride a route bus.  These conditions are defined in Option #3 below.  Under no condition will non-assigned students be permitted to ride a route bus if the total students on the bus exceeds the 
official capacity of the bus.  Neither will regular bus riders be assigned to a bus if such an assignment elevates the official number of assigned riders above the official limit of riders for a particular bus.   
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Definition of Bus Routes
Bus routes shall be defined as follows:

Option #1
OFFICIAL BUS ROUTES
Official bus routes are the routes which list all potential bus route addresses and students for the purpose of claiming transportation financial aid from the State of Kansas or amendments to bus routes after the official student transportation count for September 20 of each school year.  All students listed on the official bus route shall be provided transportation regardless of the frequency 

of riding the bus.  Officially assigned bus rider will be transported to their place of residence or may ride any portion of the official bus route, departing the bus at any point on the official route.

Option #2
ACTUAL DAILY BUS ROUTE
Actual daily bus routes are the routes actually traveled.  For a variety of reasons, some students may not ride the bus at any specific time.  In other instances, students may never ride the bus or ride only on rare occasions.  Drivers are authorized to alter the route on a daily basis to adjust for students not transported.  When routes are adjusted it shall be the driver’s objective to shorten the actual travel time and/or distance of the route, or at least avoid extending the distance, so that the transportation program will be maintained in the most economically efficient way.  On occasion, it may be necessary to adjust the route in response of road conditions (road repair, unsafe bridges, etc.) which prohibit travel on specific roads.  If these conditions are to prevail for an extended period (one week or more) the action shall be reported to the director of transportation who shall notify the superintendent.

Option #3
SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION CONDITIONS
As noted above, non-assigned bus rider may be permitted to ride a route bus under certain conditions.  The general procedures which shall govern these occurrences are as follows:

1) Non-assigned rider may ride if they are to travel in the company of an assigned rider.  Examples are birthday parties and staying over-night with an assigned bus rider;
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2) Non-assigned riders may ride if the destination conforms to the following conditions:

a) 
the point of destination is actually on the official bus route (it need not be an actual address on the official bus route but must be on the route of travel); and 

b) 
the actual daily bus route for that day does not have to be extended or altered to accommodate the non-assigned rider.  There shall be one category of exception for this sub-section of the policy.  If a non-assigned student rider has been authorized under guidelines of this policy to ride to a designated destination on a regularly re-occurring basis but extenuating circumstances develop whereby that 


student would not be eligible to ride as a result of other conditions of this policy, the non-assigned student will be transported so long as the extenuating circumstance is expected to be infrequent.  

3) Non-assigned riders may ride to a designated drop-off point, there to be met by an adult for transportation to another destination.  Should the person responsible for meeting the student fail to meet the bus at the appointed time and location, thus forcing the driver to delay the route, the student may be denied future transportation.  Such a decision will be made by the superintendent once the problem is reported.  

Non-Student Bus Riders
Except as provided for in Policy EDAB, Preschool Student Transportation, preschool age children will not be permitted to ride on school buses during times when students are being transported.
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